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Introduction and Purpose

The Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) is a plan for capital 
improvements that support the City of Enumclaw’s 
current and future growth. The purpose of the 
Capital Facilities Element (CFE) is to establish sound 
fiscal policies to guide the City of Enumclaw in 
planning and financing public facilities.  Throughout 
the CFP, funding for general government projects 
are documented and acknowledged. The CFP also 
includes a financing plan for the six year period from 
2016-2021.

By adopting and inventorying existing capital through 
a six-year projected Capital Facilities Plan (CFP), the 
City complies with the State of Washington’s Growth 
Management Act (GMA) that requires communities 
to plan for capital facilities, to secure adequate level 
of facilities and services, and ensure facilities are in 
place to serve development at time of occupancy 
or use. Capital facilities usually last for an extended 
period of time, they hold notable value, contain 
relatively large costs, and are inclined to be well 
grounded.

The process for arriving at the six-year plan involved 
identifying existing facilities and level of service 
standards and then applying the projected growth 
in residential population and employment to identify 
the needed capital facilities. The timing of the 
facilities was established through a combination of 
the requirements of the City’s concurrency policy and 
the length of time it takes to implement the needed 
facility.

Additionally, the Capital Facilities Element 
implements various functional plans: Utility 
Comprehensive Plans, Pavement Management Plan, 
Parks and Open Space Plan, and the Enumclaw School 

District CFP. Each of these provides policy direction, 
and the Capital Facilities Element incorporates the 
level of service standards and funding plan to pay 
for and construct the physical improvements. By 
following many of the aforementioned documents, 
the CFP will ensure consistency throughout the 
development process. For more information and 
detailed explanations concerning growth projections, 
land use determinations, existing facilities, and level 
of service, etc., please consult these documents 
respectively. Other plan summaries with key issues 
related to these elements can be found within their 
respective documents.

For the purposes of the Capital Facility Plan, 
Enumclaw designates a capital facility as a structure 
or equipment that has a minimum threshold for 
capital of five-thousand dollars. This includes new 
construction facilities, maintenance, large-scale 
renovation, and acquisition of land or the purchase 
of major pieces of equipment to aid in construction 
or function of the facility. However, many of the 
projections for capital generally exceed the twenty-
five thousand mark. This chapter discusses the future 
improvements and projects, their costs, and sources 
for funding.

Statutory and Growth Management Act 
Requirements

As required by RCW 36.70A.070(3) and Section 7(3) of 
the GMA as part of the Comprehensive Plan, Capital 
Facilities Plans:	

•	 Generate a six-year plan to finance such 
capital facilities within projected funding capacities 
and clearly identified sources of public money for 
such purposes;

•	 Provide capital facilities for land development 
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that is envisioned and/or authorized within the Land 
Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan;

•	 Maintain the quality of life for existing and 
future development of the community by generating 
an inventory of existing capital facilities, forecasting 
future capital facility needs, and establishing and 
maintaining level of service standards for capital 
facilities. The State Growth Management Act (GMA) 
guidelines suggest that this analysis be accomplished 
for water systems, roads, sanitary sewer systems, 
storm water facilities, schools, parks and recreation 
facilities, and police and fire protection facilities;

•	 Coordinate and provide consistency among 
the myriad of plans for public service improvements, 
including: (1) Other elements of the Comprehensive 
Plan; (2) Master plans and other studies of the local 
government; (3) Plans for capital facilities of State 
and/or Regional significance, plans of other adjacent 
local governments or jurisdictions; (4) and plans of 
special districts;

•	 Ensure the timely provision of adequate 
facilities as required by the GMA;

•	 Document all capital improvement projects 
and their financing; and

•	 Enact policies to reassess the Land Use 
Element if probable funding falls short of meeting 
existing needs and to ensure that the Land Use 
Element and financing plan within the Capital 
Facilities Element are coordinated and consistent.
Incorporating sound fiscal practices helps maintain 
or exceed adopted level of service standards for 
providing adequate City services, typically in the 
form of constructive physical improvements. By 
establishing levels of service as the basis for providing 
capital facilities and for achieving concurrency, the 

Element determines the quality of improvements in 
the community. The City’s six-year Capital Facilities 
Program (CFP) sets forth and documents funding 
that aids in the realization established by the larger 
Comprehensive Plan.

The GMA also seeks the selection of level of service 
standards for capital facilities. As a result, public 
facilities in the CFP should be based on quantifiable, 
objective measures of capacity such as traffic 
volume, capacity per mile of road, and acres of 
park per capita. In some instances, though, levels of 
service may best be expressed in terms of qualitative 
statements of satisfaction with a particular public 
facility. Factors that influence local level of service 
standards include, but are not limited to, community 
goals, national and local standards, and federal and 
state mandates.

Goals and Policies

A key basic principle with regards to this Element 
is that a strong base of capital facilities is largely 
reflected in our quality of life. Well-preserved and 
established physical stock such as fire stations, 
parks, roads, and other facilities are good indicators 
of community values. The goal is to accept the 
challenge of maintaining and operating public 
facilities such that the demand is supported as 
growth occurs or as needs change.

Goal CF – 1: Ensure that necessary public facilities 
and services can adequately serve development 
envisioned in the land use element when it is 
occupied and used without negatively impacting 
existing service levels.

Policies

1.1	  Acceptable standards for public facilities 
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and services are defined in Table 4.1. Levels of services 
should be periodically evaluated to ensure that they 
are being met.
1.2	 Water, sewer, and storm drainage services 
should be provided as outlined in the existing City 
plans, with highest priority given to improving services 
in those areas where it already exists, next highest 
priority to infilling areas surrounded by utility service, 
and lowest priority to extension of utilities into un-
served areas.
1.3	 The land use element should be reassessed 
if funding to accomplish future growth falls short of 
meeting existing needs.
1.4	 Annexation decisions should be based on 
a fiscal analysis of providing public facilities and 
services.
1.5	 New developments shall demonstrate 
adequate provision of public services or provide for 
impact mitigation for those public services determined 
to be necessary for development.
1.6	 Maintain and periodically evaluate the City’s 
transportation concurrency ordinance. Charge impact 
fees when the City Council determines that new 
development should pay its proportionate share of 
the capital facilities that it needs.  

Goal CF – 2: Ensure that public facilities and services 
are high quality, fully maintained, and cost effective.

Policies

2.1	 Capital facilities should be planned and 
designed to minimize operating and maintenance 
costs.
2.2	 Provide for routine maintenance of capital 
facilities to avoid unnecessary replacement. 
2.3	 Develop schedules and plans for replacement 
of capital facilities upon completion of their useful 
lives. Schedules and plans should avoid infrequent 
costly projects with significant impacts to rates.

2.4	 The following criteria, listed in order of 
importance, should be used to establish priorities for 
capital improvement projects:

2.5	 Capital project planning should consider 
options that result in immediate low-cost investments 
with delayed benefits that would be unavailable in the 
future.

Goal CF – 3:  Facilitate the development of public 
services concurrently with the growth that is 
anticipated to occur in Enumclaw.

Policies

3.1	 Compact growth, including the infill of vacant 
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or undeveloped land, should be emphasized to allow 
for the efficient provision of services.
3.2	 The City should adopt a long-range plan that 
will finance capital facilities within projected funding 
capacities and clearly identifies sources of public 
money for such purposes.
3.3	 Coordinate land use and facility and service 
planning.
3.4	 Allow eventual siting and construction of 
natural gas and electric distribution lines within 
rights of way that are being dedicated or within 
roads that are being constructed or reconstructed.
3.5	 Plan for solid waste collection routes within 
right-of-way and roads.

Goal CF – 4:  Establish and maintain a process for 
identifying and siting essential public facilities.

Policies

4.1 	 Essential public facilities shall including but 
not limited to those facilities that are typically difficult 
to site, such as airports, state education facilities, 
state or regional transportation facilities, solid waste 
handling facilities, and in-patient facilities, including 
substance abuse facilities, mental health facilities, 
and group homes.  A facility should be classified as 
an essential public facility if it has one or more of the 
following characteristics:

a. It meets the Growth Management Act definition of 
an essential public facility; 

b. It is on a state, county or city list of essential public 
facilities;

c. It serves a significant portion of the County or 
region or is part of a countywide service system; or

d. It is the sole existing facility in the County for 

providing that essential public service. 

4.2 At a minimum, the criteria for siting essential 
public facilities shall include the existing conditional 
use permit requirements for those facilities that 
present siting difficulties. Included in the review shall 
be an environmental analysis, either through the 
established NEPA or SEPA procedures.

Goal CF – 5:  Encourage adequate school facilities 
and quality education through the coordination of 
planning efforts.

Policies

5.1 Encourage community involvement and support 
for school activities.
5.2 Proximity of housing to school location should be 
encouraged. Pedestrian access should be required.
5.3 Encourage communication and cooperation 
between the school district, developers, and the 
public.
5.4 The Enumclaw School District should be notified 
of all proposed development projects early in the 
review process.
5.5 Adequate school facilities should be in place 
before new development is to occur or impact 
mitigation fees should be required.

Levels of Service Standards (LOS)

Capital Facilities Plan to be based on service 
standards that are measurable and financially 
feasible for six fiscal years after plan adoption.   
These level of service standards determine the 
need for capital facilities and should be based on 
the community’s vision of its future and its values.  
They are a minimum standard to ensure that 
adequate public facilities and services are provided 
as the community grows.  The inventory and needs 
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analysis section of this chapter provides an analysis of 
existing deficiencies and future needs based on these 
LOS standards and the future anticipated growth.   
LOS standards influence the timing and location of 
development by clarifying which areas have excess 
capacity and may easily support development, and by 
delaying new development until it is feasible provide 
the needed public facilities. The following levels of 
service are the minimum thresholds that the City 
will strive to provide for existing development.  The 
minimum thresholds necessary to adequately serve 
future development are included as noted. 

Table 6.1 Level of Service Standards
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Financing Strategy

The budget process is the physical and fiscal 
expression of the City’s Mission Statement and an 
extension of the Comprehensive Plan. The heart 
of the City’s Mission Statement is the resolution to 
provide “municipal services to our citizens in an 
effective and responsible manner, preserving the 
community’s well-being, respecting the dignity of our 
citizens and promoting excellence in public service.” 
Enumclaw’s overall 2015 City budget was $49 million. 
The General Fund budget for 2015 is $11.9 million 
(see table 6.6) with 46% or $5.5 million dedicated to 
salary and benefits. The total for all projects, both 
new and continuing, that were included in the budget 
is approximately $7.9 million, the majority of which 
are funded through utilities or externally funded, not 
the General Fund.

PROJECT PRIORITIZING

City resources are diminished and projects are 
expanding as the community grows. Prioritization of 
capital improvements is vital to short-term and long-
term city operation. It is necessary to look at all of 
the capital facility and utility projects to make some 
necessary decisions on timing and feasibility. Costs 
shown are in dollars and are a rough approximation. 
More precise costs will be provided on a project-
by-project basis as budgets for each project are 
determined.

In order to prioritize for decision-making, it is 
necessary to apply a consistent set of criteria to 
each of the proposed projects. A list of criteria was 
developed with the importance in fulfilling the intent 
of the Comprehensive Plan in mind. Lettered criteria 
(Table 6.2) have descriptions which help in prioritizing 
the projects. 

Table 6.2 Scoring Criteria for Project Prioritization

SOURCES OF FUNDING

Capital facilities in the State of Washington and the City 
of Enumclaw are funded in a variety of ways. Capital 
facilities in the enterprise fund category (waste water, 
water, storm drainage, and gas) are generally funded 
by system user fees, one time impact fees, revenue 
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serviced bonds and grants in aid from the county, 
state, and federal governments. Non-enterprise 
fund facilities must rely on revenue from taxes or 
bonding retired with general tax revenue and by 
grants from county, state and federal agencies.

The Growth Management Act requires the City 
to identify the sources of funding for each type 
of capital facility. This section provides a general 
overview of funding sources that have been or are 
being used, an historical look at revenues from these 
sources and projections for these revenues to the 
year 2021.  Based on forecast revenue, the City will 
have sufficient funding to provide capital facilities 
resulting from the growth anticipated in the land use 
element. See tables 6.4 and 6.5.
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Table 6.3 Funding Sources

Ch
ap

te
r 6

 - 
Ca

pi
ta

l F
ac

ili
tie

s E
le

m
en

t



   Comprehensive Plan      p93

Table 6.4   2016-2021 Capital Improvements by 
Department
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Table 6.5   2016-2021 Capital Improvement Revenue 
and Available Resources
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INVENTORY AND NEEDS ANALYSIS- CITY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

WATER SYSTEM

The City of Enumclaw’s Water Utility operates a 
water supply system providing safe, reliable and 
customer-oriented service to 5,600 customers 
within the city and portions of unincorporated King 
County encompassing approximately 37 square 
miles. The City has three water sources to the east 
of the City: Boise Springs, Watercress Spring and 
Well, and PC Johnson Wellfield. The City also has an 
emergency intertie connected to the Tacoma Water 
pipeline that passes through the City; however the 
intertie has not been used since 2003.  In 2016, the 
City plans to incorporate the Enumclaw Golf Course 
well into the municipal water system as an additional 
source.  

To protect customer health all the City sources are 
treated with chlorine for disinfection. The City of 
Enumclaw does not add fluoride to its sources. The 
City does raise the pH of the Boise and Watercress 
sources to reduce the potential for the water to 
corrode metal piping. Water storage is provided by 
four reservoirs that have a total maximum capacity 
of 2.74 million gallons (MG). A 3 MG reservoir will be 
constructed in 2016, increasing the total capacity to 
5.74 MG.  In addition, the City’s water system has nine 
pressure zones with one pressure reducing station, 
seven booster pump stations, and more than 142 
miles of water main. The physical geography of the 
water service area includes a range in elevation from 
approximately 1,250 feet in the eastern portion to 
approximately 520 feet along the boundary with the 
Muckleshoot Indian Reservation.  See Figure 6.1.

More detailed water system inventory, data and plans 

for future improvements are identified within the 
2013- 2033 City of Enumclaw Comprehensive Water 
System Plan (CWSP).  GPM = Gallons Per Minute. See 
Appendix for the Enumclaw Comprehensive Water 
System Plan as amended.
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SEWER SYSTEM

The capacity and delivery of the sewer system is a 
crucial aspect of Enumclaw’s development. Since 
the early 1990s, the City has experienced several 
periods of moratoriums based on a lack of water or 
sewer system capacity. The most recent moratorium 
was enacted in late 1998, based on a lack of sewer 
system capacity and was extended on a bi-annual 
basis. The final moratorium expired in early 2009 
following completion and adequate startup of the 
new treatment plant upgrade. The most recent 
update of the General Sewer Plan indicates that the 
sewer collection and treatment system has adequate 
capacity to serve the forecasted population increase 
within the City and urban growth area provided some 
improvements are completed. The City will continue 
to make system improvements to ensure levels of 
service are maintained as growth occurs. See Figure 
6.2.
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STORM WATER

The City must maintain compliance with the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System and State 
Waste Discharge General Permit for discharges from 
Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewers in Western 
Washington, known as the Western Washington 
Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit.  The 
Phase II Permit allows municipalities to discharge 
stormwater runoff from municipal drainage systems 
into the State’s water bodies (e.g., groundwater, and 
streams) as long as the municipalities implement 
programs to protect water quality by reducing the 
discharge of stormwater pollutants to the “maximum 
extent practicable” through application of permit-
specified programs.  These programs include: 
public education and outreach, public involvement 
and participation, illicit discharge detection and 
elimination, controlling runoff from development 
and construction sites, municipal operations and 
maintenance, compliance with total maximum daily 
load requirements, monitoring and assessment, and 
reporting.  In addition to benefitting water quality, 

the above programs are also intended to reduce 
the potential for flooding caused by excessive 
stormwater runoff.

The City system includes near 50 miles of storm 
drainage piping.  Stormwater runoff leaving the 
City system ultimately discharge to the Boise and 
Newaukum Creeks which utlimately discharge 
into the White and Green Rivers. See Figure 6.3.  
Approximately 1/3 of the city limits and urban 
growth area is served by drainage districts 5/5A 
and 6. Though originally established to assist with 
draining fields for agricultural purposes, each of the 
districts has seen urban growth within a portion of 
their boundaries and will see additional growth in 
future years. Although the City and drainage district 
have overlapping jurisdictions, the systems that 
each maintain are separate. 

Stormwater facilities to serve new development are 
required at the time of construction according the 
City’s most recently adopted stormwater manual 
and NPDES permit.  The City does not currently have 
a stormwater utility to fund repair and maintenance 
of the existing system. In the event that a stormwater 
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utility is formed, the stormwater utility can replace 
some or all of the fund sources listed below.

STREETS AND TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

As a community, Enumclaw values streets and 
transportation facilities. Facility demands are 
maintained through LOS standard, transportation 
engineering standards and the goals and policies 
found in the Transportation Element (Chapter 5). 
Detailed analysis of locations, classifications, needs 
and demand for streets and transportation facilities 
is found in Chapter 5.  The following projects are on 
the City’s 6 year TIP.

PARKS, RECREATION, AND CULTURAL SERVICES

As a community, Enumclaw values parks and 
recreation as an important and necessary local public 
service. Enumclaw is committed to ongoing active 
community involvement in its planning for parks 
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and programs and application of the factors of 
excellence in parks and recreation. Facility demands 
are maintained through LOS standard, community 
based assessments (location, distribution, access 
vs. population, demographics, economy, needs, 
and interests), and evaluating community feedback. 
While the greatest single competing interest in 
providing sufficient parks and recreation services 
is the impact of serving a regional population with 
local facilities and programs. The city currently has 
5.2 acres of mini parks, 23.6 neighborhood parks, 
29.3 developed community parks, and 274 acres of 
open space, golf course and trails totaling 332.80 
acres (see Chapter 9, and for a complete review of 
Enumclaw’s parks information visit the 2014 City 
of Enumclaw Park and Open Space Plan for more 
information).
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NATURAL GAS

Founded in 1957, Enumclaw Natural Gas in 
partnership with the City of Buckley installed a 13 mile 
high pressure main from Auburn extending through 
Enumclaw and ending south of the White River 
Bridge along Hwy 410. Today the City of Enumclaw 
is one of only two remaining municipal-owned gas 
distribution companies in Washington State, serving 
over 4,000 customers and maintaining approximately 
90 miles of piping. In 2014, the City entered into a 
20 year agreement to provide natural gas to Puget 
Sound Energy for the City of Buckley.  Operated and 
maintained by 5 field employees, one manager, and 
shared administrative support, stringent state and 
federal regulations are followed with the highest 
regard for public safety.

The city receives its natural gas through a single 
source via Williams Pipeline in Auburn.  The gas is 
then transported 10 miles through a 6 inch high 
pressure line into the City of Enumclaw, while on the 
way delivering gas to single residential services and 
several small sized regulator stations for multiple 
service systems.  For the main intermediate pressure 
system serving the City itself, gas pressure is cut 
from 240 psi to 35 psi through two primary district 
regulator stations located on Roosevelt and Warner 
Ave and delivered to a vast distribution piping 
system made up of 50% plastic and 50% coated and 
catholically protected steel pipe (Figure 6.1).  The City 
has a daily maximum contract demand of 6,500 Dth 
per day available through Williams Pipeline and a 
current peak demand of 4,700 Dth per day delivered 
in February of 2014. Specific details are outlined in 
the City’s Natural Gas System Plan and Long-Range in 
Appendices, as amended.

SOLID WASTE – CITY SERVICES, COUNTY TRANSFER 
STATION, FUTURE DEMAND AND GROWTH IMPACTS

CITY SERVICES

The City offers a variety of solid waste services to 
businesses and residents, including:
-	 Household Refuse Collection
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-	 Curbside Recycling
-	 Yard Waste Collection
-	 Commercial Refuse Collection
-	 Commercial Recycling.

The largest capital cost of the solid waste utility is the 
purchase its fleet of trucks.  Replacement frequency 
is targeted at 10 years with the retired truck retained 
as backup and the oldest truck in the fleet sold as 
surplus.  Trucks used by the City are listed below.

COUNTY TRANSFER STATION

King County’s transfer station, in operation since 
1993, is within the Enumclaw City limits at 1650 
Battersby Ave E.  The station accepts residential 
and non-residential waste and recycled materials, 
including cardboard, metal, appliances, yard and 
wood waste, and other recyclables. King County is 
solely responsible for its funding and operation.

FUTURE DEMAND AND GROWTH IMPACTS

Annexed areas remain with the private hauler, 
Waste Management, for 7 years after annexation as 
allowed by state law.  However, as the City expands, 
an increase in staff and equipment may be necessary 
to serve the additional demand.  The recommended 
alternative is to improve the efficiency of collection 
by converting the residential garbage service from 
manual to automated loading.  

Due to the specialized equipment involved that the 
City doesn’t have, Waste Management provides 
large container service within the City limits.

POLICE

The Enumclaw Police Department was established 
in 1913 and continues to provide a variety of 
professional law enforcement services to the 
community. The department’s organizational 
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structure maintains 5 Divisions - Patrol, Investigations, 
Corrections, Communications, and Records.  There 
are 18 Commissioned Officer positions, which include 
Chief of Police, Operations Captain, three Patrol 
Sergeants, ten Patrol Officers, Detective Sergeant 
and two Detectives. 

The department also maintains and operates one of 
twelve Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) in King 
County through our Communications Center with six 
Communications Officers (including one supervisor) 
dispatching for police, King County Fire District 
28, and after hours dispatching for the Mt Rainier 
National Park Service. Additionally, the department 
has a one year holding facility (City Jail) with six 
state certified Corrections Officers (including one 
sergeant), a Department Administrative Secretary 
and a Records Specialist.  The Police Department is 
located at 1705 Wells St; the police station is staffed 
24 hrs a day.

As the City of Enumclaw continues to grow, so 
too will the need for increased law enforcement 
services. The Police Department’s growth will, in 
part, be based on several factors that measure the 
department’s efficiency and effectiveness through 
the types of services rendered and the response to 
those services. Considerations will include response 
to priority one calls for service, the ability to 
effectively handle additional calls for police services, 
and commitment to missions and goals that meet or 
exceed community expectations and services that 
enhance the community’s quality of life issues.

Priority Calls for Service Defined:
-	 Priority One – Crimes in progress, life 
threatening or potential for injury.
-	 Priority Two – Calls of urgent nature, but not 
recognized emergencies.
-	 Priority Three – Calls considered routine in 

nature; will respond when practical.

Priority Calls for Service Threshold Standards – 
Response Times:
-	 Priority One – Goal to respond to 85% within 
six (6) minutes and average four minutes, thirty 
seconds (4.5 min) or less.
-	 Priority Two – Goal to respond to 60% within 
seven (7) minutes and average five (5) minutes or 
less.
-	 Priority Three – No time thresholds. Can be 
answered as soon as practical based on number and 
type of calls for service. (For a complete report consult 
Enumclaw Police Department Priority Dispatching 
System, revised March 2005.)

Priorities for coping with future demand and 
population growth impact: the Police Department 
plans to focus on three primary areas of growth to 
ensure its continued success in providing quality 
law enforcement services and maintaining and 
establishing LOS standards:
1.	 Personnel
2.	 Training and Equipment
3.	 Police Facility

Priorities within these areas include: radio 
communications for both police and fire; a properly 
designed communications center that provides 
dispatching services for police, fire and contractual 
entities; and a long-range CFP that would determine 
department needs as it relates to future growth.

Additional focus is warranted via a feasibility study, 
as determined by a Police CFP, that will establish and 
develop the possibility of a combined public safety 
center, and/or a new Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) that could meet the City’s future growth 
expectancy. Such a study is essential to enhancing 
the department’s ability to manage disaster 
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preparedness in compliance with the National 
Incident Management System (NIMS).

CITY FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

The City of Enumclaw owns and maintains multiple 
buildings that support City services and operations, 

as well as the housing the operations of the 
Chamber of Commerce and Arts Alive.  City services 
and operations include Administration, Finance/
DP, Court, Community Development, Parks, Public 
Works, Police, Senior Center and Youth Center. 

The City maintains an equipment replacement fund 
or vehicles and other similar equipment. Equipment 
Rental staff maintain the city’s vehicle and equipment 
fleet and also coordinate necessary major out-
of-shop repair and manage the city’s fuel supply 
contract. A replacement reserve is accumulated 
within this fund for the purpose of having sufficient 
capital to replace vehicles and equipment at the end 
of their scheduled life.
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ENUMCLAW EXPO CENTER

The Enumclaw Expo Center (formerly the King County 
Fairgrounds) was transferred from King County 
to the City of Enumclaw in 2006. Beginning July 1, 
2015, operation of the Expo Center was transferred 
to a newly established Non-Profit Organization, 

Enumclaw Expo and Events Association, although 
the City maintains ownership of the property.  The 
Expo Center is comprised of 72 acres with a variety of 
multi-use buildings, grass midways, parking lots and 
arenas that are versatile enough to accommodate 
most any event. Annual attendance at the Expo 
Center events is over 150,000 and events range from 
weddings to concerts and dog shows to motorcycle 
rallies.
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INVENTORY- OTHER AGENCIES

SCHOOLS
The Green River Community College Enumclaw Center 
is located in downtown Enumclaw. The campus offers 
a range of credit and non-credit classes to fit the 
wishes of the community and surrounding plateau 
area. 

Enumclaw is supported by School District No. 216, 
started in 1887, which is classified as a non-charter 
local school district that is not a supervisory union. 
District 216’s current area consists of about 444 
square miles in southeastern King County, bordered 
on the north by the Tacoma School District, on the 
west by the Auburn School District, and on the south 
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by Pierce County. The Enumclaw District serves 
a student population of about 4,308 (Oct. 2009) 
students in kindergarten through 12th grade, in 
five elementary schools (Black Diamond, Byron 
Kibler, Southwood, Sunrise and Westwood), two 
middle schools (Enumclaw and Thunder Mountain), 
Enumclaw High School, White River Alternative 
Program (WRAP), and the Muckleshoot Tribal School 
from the Cities of Enumclaw and Black Diamond 
and several surrounding unincorporated areas. 
Community support, strong academic programs, and 
vocational opportunities are a priority. Continued 
first-rate service to students is a long-term aim of 
the Enumclaw School District (Enumclaw School 
District website, retrieved 11/8/11). 

District No. 216, under King County Code 21A, 
identifies its standard of service is based on the 
number of classrooms available at each school 
and the desired average class load district-wide. 
A favorable class size promotes the standard and 
quality of educational programs (for a complete 
report consult Enumclaw School District No. 216 
2015-2020 Capital Facilities Plan).  For a full list of 
Enumclaw’s schools and their locations, see table 
6.5.

FIRE AND EMS

The City of Enumclaw is served by King County Fire 
District #28, which serves the City and 80 square 
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miles of unincorporated King County surrounding the 
city. The Fire Department is responsible for providing 
fire protection services, pre-hospital emergency 
medical care, fire instruction, and performing fire 
inspections. In 2015 staffing consisted of 1 Fire Chief, 
13 career firefighters, 30 volunteer firefighters and 1 
administrative support positions. The district operates 
out of three stations: Station No. 1 at 1331 Wells 
Street, Station No. 2 at 35431 Veazie-Cumberland 
Road, and No. 3 at 43407 212th AVE SE.  A complete 
inventory and plans for future improvements are 
identified within the 2016- 2035 King County Fire 
District No. 28 Capital Improvement Plan.

LIBRARY

The Enumclaw Library has a history dating back 
to 1922. It was founded by the Parent-Teachers 
Association and, by 1924, it held 1,439 volumes, 500 
of which were in Danish. In 1983, the City acquired 
the land where the current library now sits at 1700 
First Street from Burlington Northern Railroad. A 
bond issue funded construction of the library, with 
its grand opening on September 28, 1991. In June of 
2012 the Enumclaw Public Library was annexed to the 
King County Library System and continues to serve 

Enumclaw community. In addition to a wide variety 
of books, periodicals, and audio and video materials, 
the library offers an Internet and a word processing 
station open to the public and children’s programs. 
The Library Board provides guidance and to the King 
County Library System.

CABLE

Enumclaw receives cable service from Comcast 
Cable of Washington under a franchise agreement 
fee. There is also High-speed Cable Internet 
available through Comcast. As part of the franchise 
agreement, service charges provide government 
access on Enumclaw City Television (ECTV) Channel 
21 (winner of the 2006 Alliance for Community Media 
Northwest Region’s Overall Excellence Award). This 
is also broadcast to 3,000 Comcast homes within 
incorporated Enumclaw. ECTV is a division of the City 
Administration and is responsible for programming 
the Community Calendar and the City Website. 
SkyNet, DISH and DirectTV also provide services in 
the city.

TELEPHONE

Enumclaw receives telephone services from 
CenturyLink and Qwest Communications, which is 
required to provide services to individual customers 
upon request. In areas of Enumclaw, high speed DSL 
Internet is also available through CenturyLink and 
Qwest. Most of the telephone lines are co-located 
with Puget Power electric lines. Numerous wireless 
telephone providers also offer services in the 
Enumclaw area.

ELECTRICITY - PUGET SOUND ENERGY

Puget Sound Energy (PSE) is a private utility 
providing electric and natural gas service to homes 
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and businesses in Puget Sound region, covering 10 
counties and approximately 6,000 square miles.   PSE’s 
regional and local electric and natural gas planning 
efforts are integrated and centered on providing 
safe, dependable, and efficient energy service. 
PSE provides electrical power to approximately 1.1 
million electric customers throughout 8 counties in 
the state of Washington.

Regulation

PSE’s operations and rates are governed by 
the Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission (WUTC). PSE electric utility operations 
and standards are further governed by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), the National 
Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), and the 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) 
that monitor, assess, and enforce compliance and 
reliability standards. The residents of  the City 
of Enumclaw and region rely on the coordinated 
effort between PSE and City for the adoption 
and enforcement  of ordinances and/or codes to 
protect transmission and distribution line capacity 
and support federal and state compliance of safe, 
reliable, and environmentally sound operation of 
PSE’s  electric  facilities. Routine utility work and 
vegetation management is required to maintain 
compliance with these FERC, NERC, and WECC 
regulations. 

Integrated Resource Plan

In order for PSE to meet regulatory requirements, to 
provide dependable and cost effective service, PSE 
updates and files an Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) 
with the WUTC every two years.  This Integrated 
Resource Plan (IRP or plan) presents a long-term 
forecast of the lowest reasonable cost combination 
of resources necessary to meet the needs of PSE’s 

customers over the next 20 years. The current plan, 
which was filed in May of 2013, details both the 
energy supply and transmission resources needed 
to reliably meet customers’ wintertime, peak-hour 
electric demand over the next 20 years. The plan, 
which will be updated in the fall of 2015, forecasted 
that PSE would have to acquire approximately 
4,900 megawatts of new power-supply capacity 
by 2033. This resource need is driven mainly by 
expiring purchased-power contracts and expected 
population and economic growth in the Puget Sound 
region.  The IRP suggests that roughly more than 
half of the utility’s long-term electric resource need 
can be met by energy efficiency and the renewal of 
transmission contracts. This reduces the need down 
to 2,200 MW by 2033. The rest of PSE’s gap in long-
term power resources, the IPR stated is likely to be 
met most economically with added natural gas-fired 
resources. 

Within the City of Enumclaw, PSE operates and 
maintains approximately 8 miles of high-voltage 
transmission lines and one substation.   PSE serves 
approximately 9,651 electric metered customers 
within the city. 

Future Projects

To meet regional and City of Enumclaw electric 
demand and improve reliability, new transmission 
lines and substations may need to be constructed in 
addition, existing facilities will need to be maintained 
and possibly rebuilt to serve current and future 
demand.   Specific transmission construction that is 
anticipated in the City of Enumclaw in the next 10 to 
20 years includes the following:

•	 Future Transmission Line and Work at 		
	 Enumclaw Substation
PSE has plans in the future to construct a 	
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new transmission line from the existing Enumclaw 
substation east and then south and connect to the 
existing transmission line that runs east through the 
city along Hwy 410.  This will allow a loop through 
connection of the transmission line serving the 
Enumclaw substation which is intended to improve 
reliability.
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Figure 6.1
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Figure 6.3
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